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theſe Reflexions to en- 
of the errors and dangers | 
ic Perſuaſion : that is left 
to bac as are more verſant in theſe enguiries, or 
| „and treating this 
8 bject at Eee, . merely as % queſtion in poli- 
ties: i is intended barely to mention ſome f 
ich if duly co 1 
to, may. be fi 
e of 1 Web a relief 
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1 muſt ſubmit his vie ws, aud by Whick 
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| Bae that n and 3 e un- 
a voidably adheres to human nature in its preſent 


ſttate, will, it is to be feared, for ever — 


| ſuch a:deſirable event from fully taking ng place, 1 


Partial vie es, and of & e different ſen- 


iments concerning abſtract principles, will always 
8 diſputes and contentions about religious | 


items. 8 3 Fe TXT 222 188 


Since then the ny O man 1 Tach, Slit : 


. controverſies in religion cannot be entirely pre. 


vented; it becomes the duty of every Legiſlator 
to exert His utmoſt endeavours; by diverting the 


ere are however 


Protection and toleration:” 


bee and alfaying the acrimony of religious dil. 
putes, to alleviate the evil which he cannot fully ; - 
.  remedy,and to employ” every expedient forender 
. theſe cqurroverſies as few and:as gentle as poſſi- 
ple. Ig 6rder to this the Eegillator a8 af a8 the 

people under his infpeftion are eapable of W 
Es - ought to put all the different ſectè in his domi- 

| | niots'on an equal footing with reſpect to public 


% A © 


he muſt regulate his endeavours in wg 


10 accompliſh: even this laudable deſign.” 


The politician after having refolyed \ Dab 6 7 


\ "0" . . 
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elk What-he would 'wiſty td bring men to, dought 
next to conſider what they really are, and What 


8 e WE * aan _. 
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nothing: but ignorance 2 
and prejudice ſtanding in the Way of his deligns, 
Vet even theſe muſt be treated with) an appear» 


— fra is 


2 to drire men from errors which time 
0 ducation have gs endeared rothem, - 


| " the will often find it more prudent to ſeemiͥ 


with their. vice aud to a certain length 


eren to feel the power of the ſame prejudices 


== which they are enſlaved;ʒ and having once b 
theſe means gained their confidence, he may 
then avail himſelf of theſe: very ' prejudices o er: 


ry the people to whatever length in ſociul im- 

provement he has a mind. But When changes 
are rapiqly introduced ancient opimons Tuddenly 

_ "overturned; and eſtabliſhed forms: openly attacks  - 
end, the iniprodence! of the manner is found fre- 


quentiy ſufficient! to diſappoint the moſt upright 
intentions, and to ruin the ſucceſs of the moſt be- 
5 — -neficial- ſehemes 1 here i is no: ſubje&;, hawever, 
in which the precautions 'of provigeceindigah Bs 
3 beration are more neceſſary than in tampering 
i; the religidus opinions of mg. 
- Agreeably; therefore to 9 5 3 to. 
wee lyſtem the generality: of the ſnbjeds 
are found to be attached, that ought to beicoun- 


„ the higheſt degrees of public =} 


at e nen 2 a keg * : 
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Ance of reſpect and attention. Inſtead of openly OS 


PTY 


1 Anden 204 by. teig 8 at Lu 
tie o the community; whillt every inferior 
_— _ ſe$is entitled only ga enemption from ſultering, - 
_ © cheprotattion-of common law for their perions 
du property and the indeigenas aner n = 
diu their religious opinions: sk 
Moching ſurely can e abſurd 5 
d seus chan pretences (6 enlighten the underſtand- 
lag ort perſuade the will of man by means of _ 
mee ul fear ſaciety may.nevertheleſs; be t 
__ "ſometimes placed in ſuch delicate circumſtances 
make it enpedient not only to reſtrain, but 
abſolutely to probibit the open profeſſion of par- 
miele tenets, and even ta enforce the prohibi - wn 
min i che power and ſanction of civil penalties, 
mne . found in the ſirſt place that a great 
ee of the peoplo:entertain-a ſtrong. th 
perhaps an ill founded averſion againſt ſome pa- 
tieular ſyſtem of tenets; if in the next place the 
. adherents of that left are ſew in number, but 
more eſpecially in the laſt place, if theſe hated 
Principles are inconſiſtent with truth, dangerous 
20 the public peace and ſafety of mankind; the 
EO Magiſtrate ought. io theſe and ſuch caſes, from 
wma e pradence and from a regard to pub 
1 in grarify-the: inde of his 14 ap not. - — 
LT cheſs opinions, but Ale by loading the profeſſion | 1 
Ln 5 adsense weight of penal Rav :. 
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ly on the imperfechons of man and the necelſis 


tiles of human ſociety, and art adopted onhy-winti = 
the view of preventing a greater evil by ſabmies 


ting to a leſs; they ouyhe therefore to be em- 
_ ployed' as ſeldom as poſſible; and when recourſe 
is had ro ſuch expedients, with the moſt arrentive 
eye ouphr the legiſlator to wach the firſt pro- 
per opportunity of taking off the ſeverity of laws 


wich unavoidable neceſſity (once extorted from 


bim, and the continuadce of which can; b. jus 
tied only ow che ſame iuſlexible principle. And 
after the ſuicquity of rhefe ſtatutes has become 
mazuifeſt, ſtill it requires the hand of a prudent 
and experienced ſtateſman to remedy the evils 
leſt by an tit ſeaſonable or raſb attempt to fel 
tde rigor of ſuch inſticutions; theſe jealous-prejus 
dices whence they originally fprung, and which 
may have lain fong dormant without being Skin 

guiſhed. houldbe revived witſi all their antſefit fer. 


: Vor, and the pain and danger of the cure rendered 


3 File .rion of public affairs muſt be choſen, a time wheh 


EY 


5 keligious prejudices are We:kened, and the ünj)un 
cf men ſoftened and expanded by the  ptogreſs 


. more diſtreſſing than the diſeaſe iter, ” f 


In conſideration of theſe thitizsa proper fie. 
. few cauſes of diſcontent exiſt, When the force of 


Sf philoſophy and & the refined arcs; "when the = 
© AE W a high es of coofdence in the 
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manner. un sis agraig 10 G _ 
-2Thele n regulations ich 


hold iogether / the fabtic of. human ſociety, have 
in many reſpects a oundation b not more folid el an 
wende ſubſtanoe of common opinion, men 
receive tlieſe from ſather to ſon, and by ol 
ate kind of eredulity, ſeldom allow themſelves 
to evamine whattliey-ſo: readily» admit. Any 


—_— men wore ſenſible. of uin condition © 
' than may in ſome-reſpedts, be conſiſtent win 
Public utility x nathing therefore} can be „ 
wore cxiticaf' nature in an improyediRate: of fo, 


the machine of government a violent: or too ra. 
pid ar der. / 1. endangers the annihilation * 


8 0 illpfion. on which... the my 
gba on okt I! 
_ Aimately reſts ; x — 0 which muff be ſupported not 


at & 


1 by Fruth, and retituds, buc allo'by Exhibit. 1 


7 tothe. eyes of the vulgar * an 'niform: ap» 


 $cargnce. of wiſdom, prudence'an : id. deliberation, "1 "of 
. When; Ve come to apply the 5 of theſe rer * 


> | Ot = ro the cale before u us, We find that eir- * 
8 ſtagces once geceffitated our anceſtors to en- = 


. ; bp 
+ <= Torere and Tngainary laws _ the Pro- 
5 OM 8 my 
5 1 br - 0 
3 , Was * j\ 


wi. *** . the FAO ad a” : 
3 Al it is neceſſary corioſure ſuc roſs, chat changes 
8 = ght ahont in afvery flo and deltherars | 
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8 in public nene not = 


1 ; | eien, than by haſty and irxegular ſteps to give 


he Many to the will of the few ul. 
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LT te); 5 
5 Kelberg of the Popiſh religion; und: we their bes 


ſterity, have now embraced a ſcheme to relieve 5 
Papiſts from the hardſhips and inconvenienites 5 


to which they have ſtood ſo long expoled... 


There is not a man, it may ſafely be n n 
* who feels the tender ſeniments of humani- 
ch. who has ever taſted che ſweets of perſonal _ 
freedom, or of religious liberty. or who has the 


| ſmalleſt ſpark of the gentle ſpirit of the polpel © 
pf Jefus in his breaſt; who does not wiſh he 
might ſee all mankind equally free. and every. 

one allowed to worthipthe God of his fathers with- 
| out. moleſtation, in the manner moſt agreeable to 
his ownconſcience, and who does not bewail new. 
| rigors of fortune, by which a reſtraint. of both 


civil and religions lit rty is at ſome times ren- 


dered unavoidable; nor can it be ſuppoſed, that 
there is a man of learning and refinement of un- 


I derſtanding i in Great Britain, however much he 


may diſapprove. of Popery, and wiſh to prevent 
© the ſpreading of that peſtilent hereſy, who: 
would not rejoice to ſee that happy period, 4 


' When i in harmony with the public good he a 


bis Roman Catholic neighbour might be — 9 8 
ted to alleviate the ſufferipgs and ſolace the ſor= 
rows of life with the comforts of religion. The. 


_ only queſtion is, how this can be done in con- 
E Tor | uy 1 . whether 
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TTY 


TOY be fir ſeaſon; and the plan a te d ; 
8 for chat pPurpbſe : m9 209 t 


. T S00fiwich which ehiv Winds 
_ of many loysFfbbjeds are ſeil Rlled. that difap- 


Probi tion of che preſent mesures with regard to 
itz whith Alreudy begins to ſhowitſelf, abundant- 
1 prove that there yet remains fome degree of 
theſe principles, from which the cava 1 
' 'gainſt Roman Catholics originally flowed. : 
| —_ The loſs of empite, "the ſtaining of the wks | 
a «a plory, the precarious ſituation of trade, to- 
| gether with the inereaſing load ef taxes and of 
public debts, to which the miſmanagement and” 

_ difaſters of an unfortunate. Miniſtry, has within! 
„ cotitſe of theſe few years > ſubjedted the king-! *- 
dom, are cauſe of diſfatisfaction of lach a gener-. #20 
al and of ſuch an important nature, as leave 
the people but Title, able, * Fe, . e 1 


Wo Mi 5 | Provocation. 6495 
= The ſcheme r in E of Papitt, | = = 
_ = e connected with ſome circumſtances pe. 1 


3 2 _ chliarly diſagreeable, It i is taken in behalf of a” 
ſes whole, principles are contrary to truth, 
| BE. by -whoſe eſtabliſhment is ubfriendly to the pro- 
. ſßerity of civil ſatiety, and whole practices have” 

„%% - ban fourd on former occaſions dangerous 10 
dige peace and ſafety of mankind, That I „ : 
. keep at the greateſt diſtance from whatever may 
EY FI line the minds of the ana ace 


: ns ct 1 PET, ny. 
of government, I ſhall not ſo much as enter, up- 
on the proof and illuſtration of theſe. particulars; 
Which might be drawn in ſo copious, a mannen 
from the biſtaryhogh of gur on and of foreign, | 


cCauntiries; and ſhall. paſs over this part of the! 
1113 or ed. 5 follonieg 
e 


* 
Popery places n pany amber of perſons i in "2 
= vation, for life where they cannot properly: al. 


ſiſt either the population or induſtry. of their 
© country ;. 2 large ſhar 1. of property is ſeergred, . | 
| from the circle of trade and commerce, and 
up idle in the hands of Eccleſiaſtics, a regular For. 


| ciety Is formed i in the boſom of the ſtate, receiy=, | 


ing laws and inſtitutions from a foreign. head, on 
whom it in a great "meaſure depends, and. to 

| | whom it conſiders its obedience as chiefly 9 . 

men are taught to regulate their conduct toward 


their prince and country according to the capri- . 


© civus humours of an intereſted avaricious foreign. 
prieſt, and to conſider the grofſeſt inſtances of . 
even treachery aud perfidy as at leaſt but crivial , 


| flips, from the criminality of which, their ſpiritu- + 
'4 guides c can with eaſe not only procure | them 
an ample pardon, but alſo, 4 full indulgence to ; 


n * 


1 in the ſame vices for the future. 
The dangerous practices again, which bee 
| been found ether to ariſe diredtly from . 
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alete welded 
by the hand 25 e ee murdered the = 
- oſt illuſtrious perſonages in Europe :, The F - 
hiſtory-of chat time; when'revenge and eruel - 
t prompted by this fuperſtition;” ; delud ed * 
mighty prince with the greater part '6f his ſub 
jetts into the baſeneſs of a treacherous conſpiracy | 
againſt the lives of fome of the moſt eminent and 
chlightened of his people. The accourit of that 5 
night of:ſhame, when the ſtreets of a great ... 
ran with the innocent blood ſhed by this coup. 
kiacy, and when the genius of Popery might have 
been heard amidſt the gloom of darkneſs and. = 
the work of death inſulting over the bodies of. 
the ſlain : Theſe, rogethier with the ſcenes of 
Aorrow and of Langhter which deſblated lands 
wh noi ſo far remote; are eridences of the tendency of. 
_ abefe principles not eaſily tefuted, whilſt the exiſt. 
ende of} thei iniquitons count of Ioquiſicion remains 
55 to this diy a ſter ding proot, that tho*the violence. 
of Popery be at preſent. reſtrained by the gentler © 
| mianners.0 of the age, it is fil the fame, and af. 


ce us but too — grapnd to dread that * 
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„ Ade in bead were it as mach. in Weir | | 
: a 1 eee e s OP 6 17 | 
Beides, ean it be ſuppoſed. bat Lebte 
Tuülcating eri their voraries, that they are 

lem, tend thoſe dem ibe chf of Rome 5 
lis once thought proper to ſtigmatiſe with wn the”. | 
e of Heretic; but chat the man 
ee ,-tho by the means of eren 
fraud, treachery [Hy murder, performs an ac- 
tion acceptable in the fight of Heaven, and” 
R opens to himſelf a certam aud diret* 

age into the higheſt manſions of eternal fe- 

: hip? 1s it poſſible: that a ſyſtem founded on N 
uch principles, and condemned by ſo many r. 

diences, can be agrecable'ts trum authoriſed by 
title word of Goch, en chufiſtent wir the pale 


_ * (HO of mankind ?. - 18 hint 


And yet at a time e 2 great vumber oY / NS 
the moſt loyal ſubjecs in Great Britain recain a. | 
| ſtrong averſion againit this ſect, when the minds © | 
of the people are already greatly: agitated. with _ 
many cauſes of juſt diſcontent, the moſt” geile 
mesfures are embraced to relieve a ſed falle in 
its principles and dangerous i in its tenden 5 from” 5 
* gal * * 3 * 
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ed and ſo- 7105 


55. | 
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| 5 = . x A, 5 
n in this « country, at "oY but kale „ 


egenen and no actual r 
o oppoſe theſe reflexions by pleading the. 
| dodtrine of univerſal freedom is philolopbic, me [| 
lin Such a, ſcheme has indeed ſomething in * ; 


is, extremely, Pleaſing to the imagination, and. 
reis the fayourite idea of natural liberty, and 3 
ns preſents to the mind the viſionary repreſcntati-. W-. 
_. * on of a rational ſociety. carried to perfection: 
but the beautiful viſion is annihilated by che; 
8 fes Meſtion, Is it practicable? An abſolutely 
fes intercourſe of trade, an exemption from 
Wil the reſtraints of all laws civil and religious might 
=_ : : be pleaded. for on the fame ground, and, met. 
Will fame imperfedtions of human nature are ſuffici=. „ 
der. bene the e of . e = 
= -- ſcheme, © 8 
118 Mis more rifling 00 a alledge, that . be 
Ee - Prjeſtanc ſyſtem is founded 1 In divice truth, and. 
_ ſupported by reafoh, it ought not therefore. co 
ll 1 r ccept of ay affiltance from civil inffications, - 8 
| OS Whoever ſhould argue, that becauſe. the govern. 2 
ment of "Great Britain was at the Revolution 
1 founded on the molt evident Moles of truth . 
| ae public Utiltty, no oath of allegiance ought 
Wl to have been required; or, becauſe” every man 5 
bas the moſt undoubred right t to perſonal fafety,, .. 
| | all Te ciyil laws ought | fo be. diſclaimed ; Ki 2 5 
. ben. GER = 


5 | e — =” 


— ———— 
— . 


— 
—I— — — tt ines nog 90, eee conan, — Wn, —ñññ 1 NN — 
a>. — 


— 4 4 ps, * 4. 
i 


. ee Juſt ig ere reſp 
_ « that immediately before us 
2 Nor does it affect the queſtion i in band 2 
+ . ok Popery i is now greatly altered; and even 
"I tho“ it were not, its abſurdities and vices can ba 
of tntle danger in an age o much enlightened, _ 
1 4 and ſo greatly improved as the preſent... That 
many who profeſs che-popiſh religion are men 
of integrity and virtue I am well aſſured, but 
| that the tenets of Popery remain at. this day as 
| they were aſcertained by che fiery and intolerant, 
: ſpirit of the council of Trent is alſo certail, It. 
i no doubt true, that men of learning and huma - 
8 nity 'of temper, can be in little danger: of falling 
its either the errors or vices of this ſuperſtition, 
but it muſt alſo be acknowledged, that thete is 


WO ſtill a great body of people in this country ho a 


fall not under this deſcription: Lheſe ſtaud in 
need of the beſt principles to direct their irregu- 
lar tempers and to improve; their unpoliſned 
minds Theſe a are the perſons who are in dan- 
ger of being infected by the errors and vices of 
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